Progress, Lingering 
Problenas in FBI Lab 
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The FBI laboratory's troubled 
« explosives unit still is not staffed 
entirely with scientists, but the 
bureau has made significant prog- 
ress in resolving lab problems, 
the Justice Department's inspec- 
tor general reported yesterday. 

^ A year ago. Inspector General 
Michael Bromwii^ blasted the 
lab for ^wed scientific work and 
inaccurate testimony in rn^or 
cases, including the Oklahoma 
City and World Trade Center 
bombings. He recommended ma- 
jor reforms and discipline for five 
agents. 

The new review criticized the 
training of lab examiners for 
court testimony and found con- 
tmuingconfiision over who is 
monitoring the explosives unit 
for contaminadoiL 

But Bromwich said the new lab 
^director, Donald M. Kerr Jr., a 
physidst-eogineer who previoualy 


headed the govemmenfa Los Ala- 
mo8nudearweapOD8lab,hasprofn- 
ised to rectify remaining problems. 

Overall, **the FBI is making a 
sustained and serious effort to ad- 
dress the substantial piOblems we 
identified in our origmal report,” 
&omwich wrote. 

Bromwich revealed that, years 
after FBI Director Louis Freeh em- 
braced the idea, die oneite evaL 
uatioQ of the lab for its first aocredi- 
tatioa by outside experts finally 
began la^ week, o dted progress in 
case doeuxpentation, examiner 
training, scientific protooois, and 
evidenoehai^ling. 

But Ilowup report was blasted by 
Stqihen Kohn, lawyer for former 
FBI <hemisba^?ent Fiederk White- 
burst, whose aO^atioDS triggered 
die 1^ invesdgatioiL Kohn said. 
*Tlie inspector general is respond- 
ing to die official FBI Hoe firom unit 
rhipfa and the lab director and 
finding some proUems.” 

Bromwich's new report painted a 



Inspector General Michael 
Bromwlcli noted improveinenis in 
the FBI’s Ub, but problems remain. 


critical pklme of new Materials arid 
Devices Unit chief Tom Jordan, a 
lab veteran and forensic chemist 
who oversees the explosives unit, 
now renamed the Explosives Oper- 
ations Group. 

A plan to staff the unit with 
"quali^ sdendstB” rather than 
agents who are bomb tedmidans 
has not been fiiUy iinplemented 



